son. The ancients, though they knew nothing of Languet
the true God, were stridlly religious in this mat- to Sidney
ter. Cato the elder wrote to his son on his going
to Spain, and charged him not to use his sword
until he had taken the oath to the commander of
the army, for that as a just man, he could not do
it before. And we read of a Lacedaemonian in
battle, who had adtually poised his weapon to
kill his enemy, when he heard the trumpet sound
a retreat, and drew back his hand, considering
that he had no longer a right to kill the man. But
this age of ours has lost all honourable discipline,
and laughs at such things. It has even suffered
the law of heralds to fall into disuse, which the
French and English nations in ancient days ob-
served most stridlly* ... I am especially sorry
to hear you say that you are weary of the life
to which I have no doubt God has called you,
and desire to fly from the light of your court and
betake yourself to the privacy of secluded places
to escape the tempest of affairs by which states-
men are generally harassed; so much so, indeed,
that they often forget they are but mortals, and
the last thing they think of is, what will befall
them after this life, I confess that in the splen-
dour of a court, there are so many temptations
to vice that it is very hard for a man to hold
himself unspotted by them, and keep his feet
on so slippery ground. But you must stand firm
on your principle and strength of mind against
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